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74, 5. And now ... nuptial, and now have exercised their hitherto unpractised memories in studying this play I have mentioned in preparation for your wedding feast; for toil'd, transitive, cp. Ploml. L 1. 72, "Why this same strict and most observant watch So nightly toils the subject of the land " ; in unforeathed the figure is from exercising horses and so getting them into good wind ; cp. A. Y. L. 1 2. 230, " Yes, I beseech your grace : I am not yet well breathed" ; T. S. Ind. ii. 50, "as swift As breathed stags " ; for against your nuptial, see note on i. 1. 125.
77. not for you, not fitted for one of your greatness.
79, 80. Unless... pain, unless the fact that they have desired to please you, and with that desire have laboured to the utmost in getting up their parts, will afford you amusement in spite of their shortcomings ; properly speaking, it is not the intents that are Extremely stretch'd, but their labour due to those intents; conn'ti, see note on i. 2. 102.
8.3. Wlien simpleness ... it, when offered out of simple-minded loyalty; Steevens compares Ben Jonson, Cynthia's Revel*, "Nothing which duty and desire to please Bears written on the forehead, comes amiss."
85, 6. I love not... perishing, it is no pleasant sight to me to see poor wretches labouring under a task too heavy for them, and those who from a feeling of duty offer their services failing in their attempt to acquit themselves well; Hippolyta is unwilling that the poor rustics 'should be allowed to play before her and break clown in the attempt; his, its ; for perishing, in this sense, cp. M. M. v. 1. 458, "an intent That perish'd by the way."
88.  kind, way, i.e. of acting.
89.  The kinder... nothing, if so, answers Theseus playing upon tlie 'Word kind, our gracious thanks will be all the more gracious as" being given for what does not in itself deserve them.
90.  Our sport ... mistake,   our amusement shall consist  in accepting,  as something worthily offered, their shortcomings, whatever they may be.
91.  2. And what... merit, and in a case where poor creatures, anxious to show their duty, fail in their efforts, a generous mind accepts those efforts, taking into consideration their capacity as performers rather than the merit of their performance.   Seymour would insert 'aright,' Coleridge, 'yet would' after do, putting noble respect into the latter of the two lines.
93. great clerks, deeply learned men; "learning," as Wright points out, "having been at one time almost confined to the clergy." He compares Par. v. Pro/. 5, "Beep clerks she dumbs," i.e. 'she puts to silence profound scholars.5           . .